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Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

It’s hard to believe there is less than 3 weeks left for the 2022 school year.  It has been just 

wonderful to be able to connect with one another and celebrate the learning of our students.  Our 

STEM/Art Showcase over the past 2 days was a great example of this.  A big thank you Maryann 

Hamilton, Wonda Ball and Lisa Cherubin for their creativity, leadership and time. 

 

 

 

We were blessed last Friday with our Sports Carnival.  We thank Parade College for allowing us to 

use their facilities and I would like to acknowledge Dave Witchell for all the work he put into making 

the day a success.   

 

We had our final Prep 2023 Orientation session on Thursday.  The students were so happy to be 

at St Martin’s and the families had great opportunities to hear all about school life as members of 

staff shared important information.   

 

I would like to thank both our School Advisory Council and PFA members for all they have 

contributed in 2022.  Please take some time to read the PFA news from the AGM this week.  Also 

don't miss out on the opportunity to win the school fee raffle. 

 

 



 

 

 

Planning for 2023  

An important reminder as per our school calendar, we have a school closure day on Monday 5 

December to plan for 2023.  OSHClub will be open on this day for parents who would like to use 

this facility.   

We are also currently reviewing our daily school timetable which may include starting and finishing 

times due to upcoming changes in staff work agreements as directed by the Melbourne 

Archdiocese of Catholic Schools.  We will advise you of the changes before the end of the school 

year.   

I am getting closer to finalising staffing for next year.  As you would be aware there is a significant 

shortage of teachers therefore principals are exploring all possible options. 

I plan to announce the staffing schedule in our next newsletter including acknowledging those staff 

who will be leaving St Martin’s at the end of the 2022 school year. 

 

Out and about 

Over the past few weeks there has been a lot happening in the school. 

This has included; the RSL Poppy Appeal, Sports Carnival, Student Techcon Conference and Girls 

State Basketball final.  We congratulate the team for coming third in the state. A wonderful 

achievement. 

 

Our Year 6 students are currently conducting a Global Outreach project. They have chosen to 

provide donations to Big Group Hug, 123 Read2Me and Boots for All.  Social justice and outreach 

opportunities are such an important part of helping our students know there are less fortunate 

people in our community who we can support in so many ways.   

 

Coming up 

Along with other leaders and teachers I am looking forward to supporting our Year 5 students next 

week as they show their interest in leadership roles for next year.  It takes a lot of courage to put 

yourself out there and share your interest in leading our school.  I am incredibly proud of every 

student for believing in themselves.   

 

As we get closer to Christmas we look forward to celebrating our Carols night on Tuesday 6 

December. Please take some time to read the attached flyer with all the details provided.  

No doubt our students have started sharing their songs with you at home. 

We also see Christmas as a time to give back to others in the community.  You would have 

received a compass alert about the hampers for St Vincent De Paul. 

I also encourage our families to come along to the Children’s Christmas Eve Mass.  This is such a 

great night for families as they can get involved. 

 

Important Dates: 

Wednesday 30 November Year 1 Cultural Dance Incursion  

Friday 2 December  Year 6 Big Day Out at Funfields 

Saturday 3 December  Year 1 Family Mass at 5:30pm 

 

Monday 5 December  School Closure Day 

Tuesday 6 December  Christmas Carols Night  

Thursday 8 December Year 6 Legoland excursion, 

ABC Music Concert for instrumental students 

Friday 9 December  Parent Thank you Afternoon Tea 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Monday 12 December  End of Year School Mass at 9:15am,  

    Year 6 Graduation night 

Tuesday 13 December Reports released via Compass 

Wednesday 14 December Year 6 final graduation activities 

Meet your 2023 Teacher/Orientation at 1:15pm  

Thursday 15 December  Year Prep - 5 students finish at 3:30pm 

 

Students return to school in 2023 on either Monday 30 January or Tuesday 31 January for 

beginning of the year assessment sessions.  These sessions are for half a day.  Times will be sent 

out to families in the coming weeks. 

All students in Years 1 - 6 commence school on Wednesday 1 February.   

Prep students have a separate schedule for their first week at school. 

 

Have a great weekend. 

 

Jacqui Marshall 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Please refer to the Compass Newsfeed that has been sent regarding school fees for 2023. Parents 

are required to complete a payment plan every year, please return your payment plan by Friday 9 

December. 

If you have any queries regarding the school fees, please do not hesitate to contact Mary Milione 

(Bursar): marym@smrosanna.catholic.edu.au 

 

 
 

School Fee Schedule  

marym@smrosanna.catholic.edu.au
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-UbzD-6em0lyYCfowJxLT79X558bRyJE/view?usp=share_link


 

On Friday 18th November, the children from St Martin of Tours participated in the annual school 

sports carnival. This was the first time we were able to have family members and supporters since 

2019 as the last 2 years we have completed the carnival at school. 

We were blessed with the beautiful weather and the fantastic facilities at Parade College. The 

children participated in a sprint race along with relays, throwing and jumping activities. The children 

had been practising their skills throughout the year and it was great to see the enthusiasm and 

excitement in completing their activities. 

A big thank you to Addi (Tours), Aiden (Xavier), Alyssia (McAuley) and Luca (Mercy) for their great 

leadership not only on the day but during the year in leading their respective houses. 

Thank you to all the parents who volunteered their help and to all of the family members and 

friends who came to support the children. 

The children had a great day and enjoyed showcasing their athletic skills. 

Finals Results were: 

1st - TOURS 

2nd –  MERCY 

3rd -  McAULEY 

4th -  XAVIER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

St Martin of Tours 

Annual Sports Carnival  



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Helpers Thank You 

Afternoon Tea 



 

 

 

 

 

Carols Night 



 

Last Thursday 17th November, 2022 four students from Year 5 represented St Martin 

of Tours in the first ever Student TechCon. The conference involved students from 

different schools teaching their peers and teachers about all things tech. The day 

involved workshops from digital drawing, to coding to robotics!  

 

There were 20 schools participating on the day, as well as Digital Technology and 

STEM Leaders. The day celebrated student learning, collaboration, voice and agency 

and provided teachers with an insight into what’s possible in the EdTech landscape.  

The St Martin’s students worked very hard to prepare for this day and all their hard 

work paid off when we were asked to run two sessions. We were extremely proud of 

our students as they presented to the guests about how we use the digital design 

program Tinkercad and print our 3D creations with the school’s 3D printers. The 

students have written their own reflections below. We really hope that we participate 

in 2023 Student TechCon as it really was a fantastic experience.  

 

Neesha Valvo & Maryann Hamilton (Digital Technology Leader & STEM Teacher) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student TechCon 2022 



 

 

The year is coming to an end so we begin the packing up of the LRC. 

The Library Team is asking that all books are returned by the end of 

Week 9 (next week). 

This can be done during the student’s scheduled Library lesson or 

outside of these times.  

The Library is open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday before school 

and parents and students are very welcome to pop in to return books. 

 

In week 10 keep an eye out for any overdue notice slips which will be 

sent to those students with outstanding loans. A Compass post on how 

to pay for the replacement cost of lost books will be sent out. 

 

The Library Team would like to thank our amazing volunteers this year 

who have assisted us generously with their time.  

 

Have a restful, joyful and peaceful Christmas. 

 

Teresa, Chloe and Grace 

The Library Team 

 

                                                  
 

 

 

LRC News 



 

 

 

 

A Big thank you to everyone who donated to the RSL poppy appeal by purchasing a poppy pin.  

We raised $835. Such an amazing effort by the SMOT community.  

The Watsonia RSL were so grateful for our donation.  

 

 

 

 

 

St Martin’s RSL Poppy Appeal 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Global Outreach 



 

 

 

 

123Read2Me currently provides children in low socioeconomic communities with FREE quality 
children’s books through recycled books.  

123Read2Me are a small volunteer-led organisation and they need your support to reach more 
children by donating your old and unused, but still in good working condition, children’s books.  

Our aim as a Year level is to have 500 books donated by the end of week 9 (Friday 2nd December) 
which works out to be just over 1 book per student. The more merrier! Help out those children in 
need by donating your books today.  

Collection boxes are located on the top yard and out the front of the Mercy building, also known as 
the Year 6 building.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Further information regarding the St Vincent de Paul Christmas Hampers will be sent out via a 
Compass alert and your child’s classroom teacher.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Vincent de Paul 

Christmas Hampers 



 

 

Please click on the image for further information 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Wellbeing 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KfC30FkTSN7tHMxdj47RWXs1TXyhZnHC/view?usp=share_link


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Please click on the image for further information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r6uCUYC9GCA4yHH9c2RFpJ1mlgn_fpcY/view?usp=share_link


 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
PBL  

Mia - for beginning each school day with a big smile and a positive attitude towards her learning. 

You are always so excited for school. Well done Mia! 

Kira - for completing her maths activities neatly in her book and for drawing wonderful images that 

show your thinking! Amazing work Kira! 

PCC 

Donovan C - for sharing such thoughtful intentions about his friends, family and teachers during 

morning prayer time.  Thank you Donovan! 

Hudson M - for showing resilience and risk taking when faced with unpredictable situations at 

school.  Keep up the positive mindset Hudson! 

PGJ 

Prep GJ, thank you for being so wonderful learning with lots of different teachers this week! 

Ava thank you for bringing your enthusiasm to learn in our class and for being so wonderful at 

making good choices when choosing your learning partners. Such a superstar! 

Seb - for always trying his best and having a go when completing his activities. Thank you for also 

being a fun and friendly classmate. Too cool for school! 

Zoe Thanks for being such a great team member when working in small groups. You are great at 

being patient and giving everything a go! Such a Super Dooper! 

1EN 

Rosie - for the kindness you demonstrate to your peers and teachers. You are always looking out 

for others and including those that need a friend to play with. Thank you for being a fabulous friend 

Rosie. 

Ayesha - for your enthusiastic attitude towards all learning tasks. You always try your best, and 

take on feedback to improve your learning. In particular, you have completed such excellent pieces 

of creative writing where you have experimented with different punctuation. Well done Ayesha!    

2MM 

Abigail - for always demonstrating kindness, respect and compassion to those around you. You're 

a gem Abigail! 

Jesse for always showing enthusiasm in your learning and a growth mindset when faced with 

challenging tasks. You're a super star Jesse! 

2MT 

Tully - for trying her best to improve her reading over the year. You have worked so hard and 

improved so much. I love hearing you read and discuss texts Tully! 

Atticus - for demonstrating a growth mindset. I'm proud of you Atti! 

2RR 

Maddie - for working hard to improving her reading skills. Well done Maddie! 

Zane - for working hard to improve his reading skills. Well done Zane!  

Student Weekly Awards 



 

 

3KJ 

Joseph - for writing a creative and imaginative snapshot piece titled "Yum!" It was great to see you 

accurately using quotation marks. 

Jonty - for writing a creative and imaginative snapshot piece titled "Talking Walking Cakes!"  

3LA 

Zara - for regularly sharing her thoughts and ideas during class discussions. Well done Zara! 

Josie - for always displaying a positive attitude towards your learning. Keep it up Josie! 

4AT 

Giaan and Oliver for showing enthusiasm and being good sports at the sports carnival 

Jack - for always showing enthusiasm and sharing his knowledge during maths lessons 

4FW 

Nancy and Giuseppe for demonstrating a dedicated approach into researching and presenting 

their inquiry. 

Zara and Pana for taking on their role as sport monitors with great organisation and responsibility. 

4TD 

Mattia - for writing a great story for your buddy. Well done! 

Scarlett - for stepping in for a friend and reading the Friendship Poem.  Well done! 

5JM 

To Amelie - for always showing persistence and determination in her learning and everyday life. 

To all of 5JM for making me feel special on my birthday, all of you make coming to school the best 

and I appreciate all of you! Thank you 5JM! 

5SM 

To Ollie, for being enthusiastic about reading activity instructions to the class. It is so great to see 

your passion for doing this! 

To Isabella, for displaying great resilience and not letting your dislocated arm stop you from doing 

your best work! 

6GW 

Claudia R - for being focused and prepared for her role of Word Wizard in Book Club. 

Charik - for demonstrating a good understanding during poetry discussions and a confidence to 

share his ideas." 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
We focus with joy that God became human through the Lord: 

Emmanuel - “God-with-us”.  
We have hope in the future and the promise of Christ’s return.  

Following Christ’s way of love, God is made present to the world  
through us here and now. 

Advent Week 1 

Trust even despite what is happening in the world. We need to  
encourage people to develop a sense of peace and hope,  

‘Let your armour be the Lord Jesus Christ’. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish News 



 
Please click on the image for further information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13_B_Z03rB1bhMG1STgCg4zekMbP8BUWQ/view?usp=share_link


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Please click on the image for further information 

 

PFA News 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_VkPVB6ZbMUIUQzG_OUTK4iFMTVNEtbm/view?usp=share_link


 

 

 

 

 



 

www.smotpfa.weebly.com 

 

http://www.smotpfa.weebly.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Please click on the image for further information 

 

 

 

 

OSHClub News 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VtyDw0W9mFZFy-PXGWnBzZlTwGipdjnT/view?usp=share_link


 TERM 4 2022 

Week  Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday 

Week 9 

28
th

 Nov – 2
nd

 Dec 

3
rd

 December  

Year 1 Family Mass 

5.30pm 

3KJ Class Mass 
Zooper Dooper Day 

PFA Mango Collection 

(school pick up time) 

Year 1 Cultural Dance 

Incursion 

6SM Class Mass 

 

Year 6 Big Day Out 

(Funfields) 

Week 10 

5
th

 – 9
th

 December 

School Closure Day 

(Staff Planning -2023) 

1HM Class Mass 

Carols Night 6pm  

Zooper Dooper Day 

 

 
Year 2 Lego Land 

Excursion 

3CJ Class Mass 

ABC Music Concert 

 (2.30-3.30pm) 

Parent Helpers 

‘Thank You’ 

Afternoon Tea 

PFA School Fees Raffle 

Closes 

Week 11 

12
th

 – 16
th

 December 

End of Year Mass 

Year 6 Graduation 

Dinner 6.30pm 

PFA School Fees Raffle 

Drawn 

Zooper Dooper Day 

 

Year 6  

Graduation Activities 

Prep –Year 5 students  

‘Meet your 2023 teacher’ 

Last Day Term 4 

3.30pm finish 

 

2023 Term Dates 

Term 1 27 January* – 6 April 

*Please note Staff return on 27 January 

*Student Assessment Sessions Monday 30 & Tuesday 31 January further details will be provided via a Compass alert 

      ***Wednesday 1 February Year 1-6 Students Commence Term 1*** 

Prep 2023 students please refer to Prep 2023 Schedule of Dates 

            Term 2: 24 April – 24 June     Term 3: 10 July – 15 September          Term 4: 2 October – 20 December 

 

Calendar of Events 
PLEASE CHECK COMPASS NEWS FEED and CALENDAR FOR CHANGES/ UPDATES TO EVENTS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community News 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


