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Dear Parents and Guardians 

 
To hear the excitement of our students returning to school reminds me why I love what I do.  It has 

been just wonderful to see everyone back and we especially say a warm welcome to all our new 

families. On Monday we were fortunate enough to be in an article in the Herald Sun where I spoke 

about how 2023 will be a year where our students will shine and grow and continue to build 

resilience and social connections.  A big thank you to the Bowie, Cumming, Farrelly families for 

giving their time on Friday for the photo to be taken. 

 

Principal’s Post Jacqui Marshall 



 

 

Thank you to our PFA who today hosted ‘Tea and Tissues’, this provided our prep families an 

opportunity to connect with one another and reflect on their children starting prep.   

 

School Improvement Goals for 2023 

We will continue to focus on our 4 priority areas - Catholic Identity, Professional Learning Culture, 

Powerful Teaching and Engagement to Empowerment for Students.  Our leaders and teachers will 

continue to plan targeted learning experiences and measure impact on student outcomes.  We will 

further implement our Positive Behaviours school wide expectations and ensure we have 

opportunities to share and celebrate the learning with you all. 

We will have a whole school production this year later in term 3 and more information will be sent 

out about this next week.   

 

Staffing 

Our staff are very excited about all the possibilities in 2023 as we support your children to grow as 

learners.  I have asked our new staff to introduce themselves to our school community. 

Michael Archer is a Year 6 teacher, Sheree O’Connor will teach in Year 2 on a Friday and we 

welcome Jess Gillie in her first full time teaching role in Year 2. I promise, I do not only employ 

Richmond supporters, they just have good taste! 

 

Michael Archer 6MA 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my start at St Martin's. It has been awesome to be so 

warmly welcomed by the staff and students at school and I look forward to continuing 

to build on these relationships. Outside of school, I spend most of my time playing or 

watching sport, eating nice food and talking to friends. Go Tiges! 

 

 

Sheree O’Connor 2MO 

I am very excited to be joining the St Martin's community. My passion is to 

support students to be happy, engaged and positive learners.  I love hiking, 

travelling, the beach, watching the Tigers and time with my family and 

friends. 

 

 

 

 

Jess Gillie 2JG 

I feel so privileged to become a full-time member of the SMOT teaching community this 

year, and am beyond excited to learn more about the wonderful students and families at 

our school.  

In the classroom I am passionate about creating an engaging and safe learning 

environment that supports students to flourish academically and socially. 

In my spare time I love cooking, spending time with friends and family and exploring 

new places around the world.  

 

Special baby news 

We are very excited that we have a number of staff who will become parents this year. 

As announced last year Melissa Wilson has a baby due in May.   

Our Year 1 teacher Ms Emily Nicholson and her husband Lachie are expecting a baby girl 

in the middle of the year and our LSO Olivia Jenkins and her partner Jason are expecting 

a baby girl towards the end of June.  This is such a special time for all of them and their 

families. 

 

 

 



 

 

We also would like to congratulate one of our regular relief teachers.  Richard Fattibene (Mr F) who 

became a father for the first time in the school holidays.  Along with his partner Jennifer they 

welcomed their baby daughter Lily Rose.  I know she will bring them so much happiness. 

 

Parent/Student/Teacher Sessions 

Parent-Teacher- Student Conversations will be held on Wednesday 15th February from 1:30pm 

to 7pm. It is a great opportunity to meet your child's teacher/s and establish positive channels of 

communication. This year you will be asked to fill in a form prior to the appointment time to 

facilitate rich dialogue at this time. We ask that you bring your child to your session so they can 

also be a part of the conversation.  

 

Conversations are scheduled to run for 10 minutes. If you need to speak to the classroom teacher 

without your child in the room, we suggest emailing the teacher and organising another time. If 

your child has a PSG meeting, the Learning Diversity Leader (Emma Kent) will make contact about 

scheduling a meeting so there is no need for you to make a conversation time. 

 

In order to facilitate this across the school, students will be dismissed at 1pm on Wednesday 15th 

February. OSHClub Service will also be available to support you. 

Bookings OPEN on Monday 6th February at 6pm. 

Bookings CLOSE on Friday 10th February at 9pm 

 

School Photos 

Our annual school photos will be taken on Monday 20 February.  All children are expected to 

wear their summer school uniform. Orders will need to be placed online, further information can 

be found in this newsletter and on the Compass news feed titled School Photo Day- MONDAY 20 

FEBRUARY.  

 

Enrolments for 2024 

The process has begun.  We ask that all current families who have a sibling starting Prep in 2024 

return an enrolment form as soon as possible.  Thank you to those parents who have already 

returned them.  We have many upcoming school tour dates and an open morning so please share 

these dates with family and friends who are interested in enrolling their children at our wonderful 

school. Please click here to view our school tour dates. 

 

Sacramental News 

We begin the sacrament of Confirmation journey for our students this month.  Year 6 parents are 

invited to attend an Information Night on Tuesday 7 February in the GECCO commencing at 

7pm.  Students are asked to attend Confirmation commitment Mass on either Saturday 11 

February at 5:30pm or Sunday 12 February at 10am.  Marita Anderson will send more information 

to Year 6 families shortly.   

 

Upcoming events 

Please ensure you have a look at the calendar for Term 1 included with this newsletter. 

 

A reminder that the school day ends at 3:20pm 

 

Regards 

Jacqui Marshall 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KYWjPEQnrwUTB52ICtqrTEX4oy9GTfy8/view?usp=share_link


 

Dear Parents, 

School photos will be taken on Monday 20th February by Elite School Photography. 

Students must wear their summer uniform. They will have their Class Group Photo taken, then 

their Individual portrait. 

Please note orders must be completed online via the Elite School website 

www.eliteschoolphotography.com.au/order/ using the login code ESP202515  

 

Please ensure you list ALL your child/ children's names when placing your order.  

 

FAMILY DISCOUNT (SIBLING PACK) WILL ONLY APPLY TO DELUXE AND STANDARD 

PACKS: If you have more than two children please list ALL their Names and Classes and select 2 

as the quantity for the DELUXE and STANDARD PACKS. Your third and subsequent child will 

receive their packs free of charge. 

 

Any queries please contact Elite School Photography (ESP) directly:  

03 9570 9311 or info@eliteschoolphotography.com.au 

 

 

 

School Photo Day 

https://www.eliteschoolphotography.com.au/order/
mailto:info@eliteschoolphotography.com.au?subject=St%20Martin%20of%20Tours%20School%20Photo%20Day%20


 

 

Please click on the image for further information  

 
 

Instrumental Music Program 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18lyAePdXtfHwFRd0kbdDJ3Ukf2V4Fbmu/view?usp=share_link


 

 

 

 
 

Bell Times  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qECMtGx1KdxgBcT8A-xWRbgBq2Zxy75A/view?usp=share_link


 

Dear Parents, 

If you have a Health Care Card (HCC) please complete a CSEF (Camps, Sports & Excursions 

Fund) application form Click here, please return the form to the office together with a copy of your 

Health Care Card. 

School fee statements will be issued next week please check your email (including your spam/junk 

folder). A Compass alert will be sent. 

If you have any queries regarding the school fees, please do not hesitate to contact Mary Milione 

(Bursar): marym@smrosanna.catholic.edu.au 

School Fee Schedule  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lPnBvo6n_sZg4Njacv-fuHPqtl9hY_Gd/view?usp=share_link
file:///G:/NEWSLETTER/marym@smrosanna.catholic.edu.au
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-UbzD-6em0lyYCfowJxLT79X558bRyJE/view?usp=share_link


 

FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD IN THE TEMPLE  (2nd Feb) will be celebrated 
this weekend!!  All families with little children are invited to attend along with their families. It is 
customary to bless children and candles during this Mass. You are welcome to bring candles from 
home.  

We especially welcome to this Mass all the families who have had children baptised in the last 3 
years. After the 10am Mass on Sunday there will be a cuppa in the GECCO to gather and enjoy 
each other’s company. (Any help with refreshments on the day is greatly appreciated.) 
 
CHRISTMAS MASSES THANK YOU!  
We would like to send a big thank you to all the volunteers that helped put together the Christmas 
Masses. There were so many groups involved, so many volunteers that brought together the 
Children’s Mass, the musicians for each Mass, the liturgical ministers, scribes, ushers, church 
environment volunteers, crib working group and so many others. It was lovely that we could all 
celebrate together. 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY PALMS  -  We will be collecting last year’s palm’s from 11th February until  
Sunday 19th February. Palms from last year may be placed in the basket in the church foyer. The  
ashes are used on Ash Wednesday and are the remnants of the palms distributed prior to Palm 
Sunday the previous year. During the service on Ash Wednesday, parishioners proceed to the front 
of the church and the ashes are placed on each persons forehead in the shape of a cross. The 
ashes are not to be washed off but remain on the forehead throughout the day of Ash Wednesday. 
 
WOMEN’S GROUP - diary date! 
The proposed date for the next gathering is Thursday 9th February 2023 at 11am. Venue to be  
decided. Watch this space for further details. All welcome! 
 
2023 LENTEN PROGRAM  Triumph is an 88-page full colour book (240x170mm) containing short 
daily reflections (from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday) perfect for individual devotional reading or 
as part of a Lenten group gathering. 
We are honoured to have Fr Mark De Battista (administrator at St Patrick’s Catholic Parish, Port 
Kembla, and chaplain to Mass for You at Home on Network Ten), breaking open the Sunday 
Gospels for us. We are also excited to have Mother Hilda Scott OSB (abbess at the Benedictine 
Abbey in Jamberoo NSW) back to provide spiritual direction based on the Sunday Gospels.  
Booklets available next week and cost will be $7 each. 
 

 
REQUIRED: VOLUNTEER HELP FOR I.T SUPPORT AT MASSES AT ST MARTIN’S  
From the start of 2023: The Parish will also be looking for volunteers, on a rostered basis, to help 
share the role of assistance with IT and PowerPoint presentations for each of the Sunday Masses. 
This would include being prepared to operate the remote control during the Mass. 
Maybe there is a Mass once a month that you could please commit to: 
The idea is that you would come a couple of days ahead of the weekend - usually a Wednesday - 
and borrow the Laptop and set up the PowerPoint presentation for each of the Masses. 
We also need people to designate a particular Mass to help out with the operating of the remote 
control. 
 
We are most grateful to Sr Anh and Lilli-Anne Collantes, for having already set up a format. 
Therefore, the role really just involves further copying across of content related to each Sunday 
and/or Feast Day as well as transferring information from the running sheet prepared by Sr Maria, 
including lyrics of the hymns. 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish News 



Could you please email the Parish Office macleod@cam.org.au if you are able to contribute in this 
way in 2023 with the following: 

• Which week of each month (first, second, third, fourth or fifth week) you could help to do the 
set up for the PowerPoint slides for Mass, and/or 

• Which Mass you could help operate the remote control: Saturday Evening at 5.30pm, 
Sunday at 8am.? 

• Your preferred mobile or phone contact number? 

 

Please click on the image for further information 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qtcn5mv9DUgh7skYe8gBXgHLwSKH1HbJ/view?usp=share_link


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qtcn5mv9DUgh7skYe8gBXgHLwSKH1HbJ/view?usp=share_link
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qtcn5mv9DUgh7skYe8gBXgHLwSKH1HbJ/view?usp=share_link


Please click on the image for further information 

                                   

PFA News 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q7hQQ69q6nSShqLvhE_z5LzxkY6oW9JR/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q7hQQ69q6nSShqLvhE_z5LzxkY6oW9JR/view?usp=share_link


 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q7hQQ69q6nSShqLvhE_z5LzxkY6oW9JR/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q7hQQ69q6nSShqLvhE_z5LzxkY6oW9JR/view?usp=share_link


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q7hQQ69q6nSShqLvhE_z5LzxkY6oW9JR/view?usp=share_link


 

 TERM 1 2023 

Week  Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday 

Week 3 
6th - 10th Feb 

11
th

  -12
th

 Feb 

Confirmation 

Commitment Masses  

 Zooper Dooper Day 

Safer Internet Day 

Confirmation  
Parent Information Evening 7pm 

PFA Meeting  
  

Week 4 
13th - 17th Feb 

 Zooper Dooper Day Parent-Teacher-Student 
Learning Conversations 
Students dismissed 1pm  

  

Week 5 
20th -24th Feb  

School Photo Day Zooper Dooper Day 

Shrove Tuesday Picnic  

Ash Wednesday Mass  
(Whole School Mass 9.15am) 

 
School Tour 

Open Morning (9.30-11.30am) 

Week 6 
27th Feb – 3rd Mar 

District Swimming  
(Year 3-Year 6) 

9am -1.30pm  

Zooper Dooper Day 
School Tour  

Open Morning (9.30-11.30am) 
 Athletics Day 

(Year 3-Year 6) 
9am -2.30pm 

Week 7 
6th - 10th Mar  

 Zooper Dooper Day 

School Tour  

Open Morning (9.30-11.30am) 

   

 

TERM 1 2023 

Calendar of Events 
PLEASE CHECK COMPASS ALERTS and CALENDAR FOR CHANGES/ UPDATES TO EVENTS 



Week  Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday 

Week 8 
13th - 17th Mar 

18
th

 Mar 

School Tour  

(9.30-11.30am) 

Labour Day Public Holiday Zooper Dooper Day Naplan (Year 3 & Year 5) 
 

Naplan (Year 3 & Year 5) 

School Tour  
Open Morning (9.30-11.30am) 

Naplan (Year 3 & Year 5) 

Bullying. No Way! 
(National Day Against Bullying & 

Violence) 

Week 9 
20th - 24th Mar 

25
th

  -26
th

 Mar 

Confirmation  

Preparation Masses 

PFA Easter Raffle Starts 

Naplan (Year 3 & Year 5) 
 

Zooper Dooper Day 

Naplan (Year 3 & Year 5) 
 

Naplan (Year 3 & Year 5) 

 
Naplan (Year 3 & Year 5) 

 
Naplan (Year 3 & Year 5) 

Heidelberg District  
Soccer Round Robin 

(Year 6) 

Week 10 
27th – 31st Mar 

Prep 2024 Enrolment 
Information Evening 7pm 

Zooper Dooper Day   Heidelberg District  
Athletics Carnival 

(9am-3pm) 
 

Week 11 
3rd - 7th Apr 

 Zooper Dooper Day Last Day Term 1  
(3.20pm finish) 

Holy Week Tableau 

PFA Easter Raffle Drawn 

 School Closure Day Good Friday 

   
   

 

2023 Term Dates 

Term 2: 24 April (School Closure Day) 25 April (Anzac Day Public Holiday) 26 April Students commence Term 2– 24 June      

Term 3: 10 July – 15 September          Term 4: 2 October – 20 December (TBC) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Community News 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vnoxKq7rG5ARr4qofDAK8-lBc4BpIG-X/view?usp=share_link


 

 



 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PfmwbkGRA03DNCZIoFYTygsFHqzEhLzA/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PfmwbkGRA03DNCZIoFYTygsFHqzEhLzA/view?usp=share_link

